GEO STC Showcases: A Discussion and Selection Forum

Showcase Proposals

For submission of a proposal, please, fill in the template and send it to Hans-Peter Plag (hpplag@unr.edu). For explanation of any of the requested input, please, go to the STC-Showcase web page at http://www.geo-tasks.org/stc_showcases, select “Proposal Form” and click on the respective question mark.

Proposer information

First name: Phil
Last name: Dickerson
Email address:  Dickerson.phil@epa.gov
Affiliation:  US EPA
GEO Member Country/Participating Organization:  US
Showcase Description

Title:  AIRNow-International
Description:

AIRNow-I builds upon the decade-long success of the US AIRNow program. AIRnow distributes realtime air quality data and forecasts to the US public.   AIRNow-I was jointly developed by the US EPA and the Shanghai Environmental Monitoring Center (SEMC).  AIRNow-I represents a complete redesign of the original AIRNow system, to support its use in other nations.
Team:  US EPA, SEMC, Shanghai Environmental Protection Bureau
URL:  http://airnow.gov
Showcase Justification

Add value of GEO in general:  GEO prompted US EPA to create EPA GEO, which funded and supported the AIRNow-I initiative
Add value of STC:  STC brought together the health task and subtask leads during the GEO Plenary in Washington, which led to the idea of AIRNow as a potential showcase
Summit Themes and Focus:  The AIRNow system in Shanghai is an excellent example of a mid-term accomplishment.  It will be operational and serving the 2010 World Expo by the time of the Summit.
Cape Town Declaration:  AIRNow-I supports the declarations charge to protect health, to integrate data, and to create sustainable systems.


Global goals and assessments:  
Filling gaps, ...:  AIRNow-I can provide air quality info to the public in any nation, thus filling a need.  It provides the non-economic benefit of protecting the public from poor air quality.
Strong future GEOSS:  AIRNow-I was designed to support GEOSS and has the ability to share web services with GEOSS.  Thus, any nation that adopts AIRNow-I can easily submit data.
Link to high-profile issues:  International transport could be more easily assessed with a worldwide air quality dataset.
Cross-cutting nature:  This project requires the environmental, health, and meteorological disciplines to work together.
Capacity building:  AIRNow-I builds the capacity to inform the public about air quality.
