Guidelines for the preparation of one to two-page stories for the "Compelling Examples" illustrating how GEOSS works for Science and Technology Communities

The brief stories for handouts to be made available at the STC booth during the exhibition co-located with the Ministerial Summit and the GEO-VII Plenary in Beijing should address and answer a number of questions relevant to the objectives of the STC Road Map, the STC, and GEOSS. We would like to see the follow questions considered:

· What is the societal problem/issue addressed by the activity?

· What did the activity do/is the activity doing to address the problem, and what is the societal impact of the activity?

· Who (organizations, institutions) did/does it?

· What are the specific Science and Technology (S&T) components of the activity or how does it relate to S&T?

· What S&T communities were/are involved and how did they and other S&T communities benefit?

· How does the activity relate to specific S&T issues identified by the STC as summarized in the ST-09-02 Tasks Motivation1) and the  Science Paper2) of the STC?

· What is the added value of GEOSS for the activity and for the S&T communities involved?

· To what extent is the activity leading to sustained operations that would continue to benefit S&T communities?

The layout details of the stories are left to the authors. However, it would be good to include the GEO logo in the header of pages. It is also recommended to have the title of the activity centered with a letter size of 13 pts. Other (unnumbered) headings derived from the above questions should use a letter size of 12 pts and text bodies of 11 pts. Do not hesitate to include figures illustrating key aspects of the activity. In structuring the text, it is recommended to use headings that clearly point to the questions above. It should also be considered to highlight key features/aspects, for example, through short statements in boxes, with different fonts/colors/backgrounds, or through an offset into the page margins.

The text should either be one full page or two full pages. Do not produce a story that has, for example, 1.2 pages. Please, note that two-page stories will be printed double sided (on one sheet of paper). You should consider to group topics that belong together on one side.  

If figures are included, then the captions should be short and make clear what aspect of the text the figure relates to. Please, include information on a contact person for the activity, and, if available, a URL for a web page with more information.

If there are questions, please, contact Hans-Peter Plag at hpplag@unr.edu. The pdf files with the final document should also be sent to Hans-Peter Plag.

1) The ST-09-02 Task motivation includes:

· Connect disciplines to address the complex issues of the global integrated Earth system; 

· Improve interoperability between global observing systems, modeling systems, and information systems; 

· Facilitate data sharing, data archiving, data dissemination, and reanalysis; 

· Optimize recording of observations, assimilation of data into models, and generation of data products to improve understanding of the global integrated Earth system for prediction of environmental phenomena; 

· Enhance value of global observations from individual observing systems through their integration in the societal benefit areas; 

· Harmonize well-calibrated, high-accuracy, stable, sustained in-situ and satellite observations of the same variable recorded by different sensors and different agencies.

2) Reference: GEO Science and Technology Committee, 2007:  The Role of Science and Technology in GEOSS. Available at http://www.earthobservations.org/documents/committees/stc/the_role_of_science_and_technology_in_geoss.pdf.

